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Fabrice Henry has been Astris's Executive Director in charge of Structured Finance for the past 4 years.

 

à Astris Finance is the subsidiary for Latin America of Dexia Credit Local, the world leader in infrastructure finance. We provide state of the art financial advisory and project development services. Our focus sectors include environment, water, transportation, power, and oil & gas. We also arrange debt, mezzanine and equity financing from banks (including Dexia), institutional investors, specialized leveraged funds, multilateral and bilateral sources. Our clients include developers, contractors, central and local governments.

 

We specialize in:

* Project refinancing/pooling aimed at taking cash out of or boosting returns from existing projects with a proven track record;

* Complex structures where traditional markets have difficulties or simply do not finance (enhancements, subordinated structures);

* M&A and acquisition financing;

* Project development from initial structuring to financing;

* Off-balance sheet transactions; and

* Privatizations, concession processes and PPPs.

 

à Mr. Henry has over 10 years of Latin American infrastructure development and finance experience, most notably at the municipal and state level. Mr. Henry oversees the firm's work related to financial advisory services to private sponsors of infrastructure projects, including debt structuring and placement. Among the mandates he led in the recent past are the financial advisor & arranger mandate for the Lake Gatun water treatment plant in Panama (2004); the financial advisor & arranger mandate for the Saltillo Waste Water Project in Mexico (2004);  the financial advisor mandate for the Arrica port privatization in Chile (2004); the co-arranger mandate for a future flow securitization deal in Guatemala (2003); the financial advisor mandate for a hotel lease securitization in Mexico (2003); the financial advisor & arranger mandate for the GTB gas pipeline mezzanine debt private placement (2002); the financial advisory mandate to the Prefecture of Tarija and government of Bolivia for the securitization of gas royalties (2001); as well as a number of financial advisory mandates to potential bidders in infrastructure concession projects across Latin America (2000-2004).

 

Recently, he spearheaded the launching of Astris Finance's refinancing and pooling practice, which offers very structured financings aimed at taking cash out of existing projects with a proven track record. As part of this effort, he is working with large private equity investors on the early stages of launching an investment vehicle for Latin American water deals.

 

His work on the public side has also involved the structuring of a number of public service concessions, in sectors as varied as water and sanitation, mass public transport, urban parking, motorways, energy and environmental services.

 

Prior to joining Astris Finance, Fabrice spent six years at the Inter-American Development Bank helping to develop the municipal lending and technical assistance program. His last position was as Coordinator of the Municipal Development Group for Mexico, Panama, Central America, Haiti, Dominican Republic and Belize. This position gave him the opportunity to work with a wide variety of state and municipal governments on issues as diverse as the structuring of service concessions in water, solid waste, urban roads and public transport, as well as on comprehensive approaches for strengthening municipal finance. Among other projects, he was responsible for the structuring of a US$400 million line of credit to Banobras for the financing of state and municipal infrastructure projects in Mexico (1999).

 

Prior to working with the IDB, Mr. Henry was with the French Civil Service, heading the urban development office for one of the department-level branches of the central government infrastructure and housing ministry. His group provided advisory services to local governments on such matters as municipal finance, infrastructure management and investment decision-making. Fabrice holds a masters' degree in pure and financial mathematics from Ecole Polyetchnique, Paris (1988), and a post-graduate degree in regional and urban planning from Ecole des Ponts et Chaussées, Paris (1991).

